
 

  



 

Symphony No. 2 
Johannes Brahms (1833 - 1897) 

  

1. Allegro non troppo 

2. Adagio non troppo 

3. Allegretto grazioso (quasi andantino) 

4. Allegro con spirito 

 

The contrast between Brahms' First and 

Second Symphonies is similar to that of 

Beethoven's Fifth and Sixth. After several 

years work upon the mighty C minor 

Symphony, Beethoven felt the desire to create 

a light, carefree piece of the same category, 

and within a few months he wrote his Pastoral 

Symphony which contrasts the heroic pathos 

of the Fifth with a serene idyllic atmosphere. 

 

Similarly, the Second Brahms, which is likewise inspired with a profound 

feeling for nature, was written much more rapidly than the First. The whole 

atmosphere of this work is reflected in its instrumentation, which is more 

delicate, more translucent, and definitely brighter than that of the C minor 

Symphony; the pastoral flutes, oboes and clarinets receiving particularly 

prominent parts.  Nevertheless, Brahms does not renounce trombones and 

tuba, which provide, in the outer movements, dim and spectral effects (1st 

Movement) or impressions of power and strength (Finale). 

 

The Adagio, serious and pondering, serves as a retarding element before 

the gay and bucolic playfulness of the 3rd movement. This graceful 

Allegretto, one of the most easily accessible movements in all of the 

symphonies assumes the form of a rondo consisting of three ritonelli and 

two episodes. Confidant happiness speaks to us from the broadly flowing 

Finale. 
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